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Gopher Problems

Gophers, voles, ratsand other rodentsareproblemsevery year, RN AN
especialy inthefall. All rodents, including gophersare activeall winter. They can do acons derable
amount of damageto plantsduring thewinter without gardenersknowing about it - until itistoo late.
Many rodentslivein groupsbut gophersare solitary animals. They only congregate during the mating

season, therest of theyear they tend to live by themselves. Onegopher can burrow up to 800 feet of tunnels, usually

12 to 18 inches below the soil surface.

Four methods are availableto .

help control gophers. i
. s il
1. Repellents. Repellantsdonot get rid |
of the pest, they just makethe gophersgo to
your neighbor'syard. Two typesof gopher repdlantsare
available, onemadeout of garlic, and the other made out
of castor all.

2. Traps. Several brands of traps
areavailable. Sometrapscatch the go-
phersdiveandthenyou canrdeasethem =
somewhereel se. Themost common go-
pher trapskill therodent. If you useago-
pher trap be sureto attach awireto the ;
trap so the gopher doesn't pull the trap :
avay. 5

3. Gopher Gasser. Gopher gas-
sersare somewhat effective. Aslong astherodentisin
thevicinity of ignition, thegascantravel throughthetun-
nelsandkill therodent. If the gopher isout of thetunne,
or if thetunnel isblocked off, the gopher gasser will not
beabletokill it. Gopherswill back fill atunnel whenthey
perceive danger thus preventing the gas from reaching

them.
C

4. Poison Bait. Bait seemsto be the most fividd
effectiveway to eliminate gopher problems. Two E"'.’ﬁ;:
bait productsare available, zinc phosphide and g
strychnine. Thebiggest problemwith bait isput-
ting the bait wherethe gopher canfindit and eat it. You

canopentheexit holeand put thebait downintothemain

tunne or you can dig aholedownto themaintunnel and
put the bait at that point. Thereisa so aspecia bait probe
that makesit easy to put thebait right downinto thetun-
nel, without having to dig through theexit hole. We have
also found a bait dispenser, made out PV C pipe, that

seemstowork well inattracting go-
phers, and rats, and providing aper-
fect placefor therodent tofind its
last dinner.

None of these methods are 100% fool proof (go-
pher proof) but with persi stence vou can aet rid of vour
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